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 RULES OF THE ROAD, AIDS TO NAVIGATION AND POINTS OF SAIL 

 
Practice Quiz 

 
Name two types of vessels  that a power driven vessel under way shall keep out of the way of: 
 

1.  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

_____ 3. You are under way.  Another vessel is approaching you from 2 points off your Port Bow.   
 The situation is: 

a.  meeting   c.  crossing 
b.  overtaking  d.  none of the above  

 
_____ 4. You are sailing into the eye of the wind, your sails are luffing.  You are: 

a.  Pinching  c.  In Irons 
b.  Running   d.  Reaching 

 
_____ 5. Wood or metal structures that may be used to mark the side of a channel.  They use 

the lateral system of coloring and numbers.  They often have reflectors for spotting at 
 night by search light. 

a.  Range Lights  c.  Can Bouys 
b.  Rec Sectors  d.  Daybeacons 

 
_____ 6. This color buoy's purpose is to provide information and regulatory marks: 

a.  white   c.  yellow 
b.  red   d.  red & white vertical stripes 

 
_____ 7. Some buoys are numbered How are the numbers arranged? 

a.  With numbers starting at sea and increasing towards the shore  
b.  With numbers starting at shore and increasing towards the sea  

 
_____ 8. What is the name of the book published by the US Coast Guard which lists the rules of 
 the road? 

a.  Notice to Mariners 
b.  Light List 
c.   Station Bill 
d.  Navigation Rules, International and Inland 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Your grandfather took you sailing on the Sloop John B. for your birthday.  However, the trip 
took a turn for the worse.  The cook had the fits and then the first mate got drunk!  Could it get 
any worse?  It's now up to you to get the ship home.  You must call upon your knowledge of 
Rules of the Road and Aids to Navigation to ensure a safe return trip.  How should you handle 
the following situations?  (You may want to draw diagrams to assist you.) 
 
_____ 9.   You are underway when you see a vessel approaching to your port side.  If you both 

maintain your course you will cross one another.  You should: 
a.  Keep clear by altering your course to the starboard, slowing, or reversing and  
     sound a blast 
b.  Maintain your course and sound one blast; you have the right-of-way. 
c.   Sound two blasts and maintain your course. 
d.  Alter your course to port and sound two blasts. 
 

_____ 10. Well done, you’ve avoided collision!  You sight another sailboat and you'll be 
overtaking her shortly.  Which vessel is the "stand on vessel?" 
a.   you are    c.  the other boat 
b.   neither vessel    d.  whoever radios first. 

 
_____ 11. You check your chart and light list and see information for an aid to navigation.  

Listed is the objects height above the water, distance it can be seen from, and the 
light signal it is sending.  What is it?   
a.  Combination Buoy   c.  Rec Sector 
b.  Range Light    d. Lighthouse 

 
_____ 12.  It’s time to enter the channel and head towards land.  What kind of buoys do you see 

on your starboard side? 
a.   Red, conical-shaped buoys  c.  Green, cylindrical buoys 
b.   A bell buoy    d.  A gong buoy 
 

_____ 13. Now it’s starting to get foggy in the channel.  You hear another boat use sound 
signals.  They make 2 short blasts.  What are they doing? 
a.   overtaking another vessel  c.  altering their course to port 
b.   maintaining their course  d.  their engines are going astern 

 
_____ 14. You’ve finally reached the home port in Nassau.  Ironically enough, there are a bunch 

of local Sea Scouts holding a regatta!  They're stuck on a question on their Rules of 
the Road test, and knowing of your astute knowledge, ask you for help.   
Here is the question:   
A sailboat is underway, about 140 degrees to the wind.  What is their point of sail? 
a.   on a Broad Reach   c.  Running 
b.   on a Beam Reach   d.  Pinching 
 

 

You finished the quiz!  Congratulations! 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Answer Key – Rules of the Road Quiz 
 
 
 

1. & 2. acceptable answers:   
 A vessel not under command 
 A vessel restricted in her ability to maneuver 
 A vessel engaged in fishing 
 A sailing vessel 
 
3.    c.  crossing  
 
4.    c.  In Irons  
 
5.    d.  Daybeacons  
 
6.    a.  white   
 
7     a.  starting at sea and increasing towards the shore  
  
8.    d.  Navigation Rules, International and Inland  
 
9.    b. Maintain your course and sound one blast; you have the right-of-way.    
 
10.  c.  the other vessel  
 
11.  d.  lighthouse  
 
12.  a. Red, conical-shaped buoys   
 
13.  c. altering their course to port  
 
14.  a. on a Broad Reach   
 
 


